Students, Advisors and Guests: Be Prepared for a Great Trip to the SkillsUSA National Leadership and Skills Conference!

Ensuring a good experience at NLSC means being prepared for your trip.

Be sure you know your travel schedule and trip details.  If in doubt, students you may want to check with your advisor well before departure day.

If you are a SkillsUSA Contestant or Voting Delegate, check to be sure you have the proper uniform, SkillsUSA official attire for the Opening & Awards Ceremony, and all tools or equipment specified for your contest. If you need clothing or tools, acquire these items well ahead of time. Refer to technical standards supplied by advisors.
If you are a SkillsUSA Advisor or guest you will also need either the SkillsUSA official attire for both the Opening and Awards Ceremony or you may opt to wear professional business attire Tuesday and Friday evenings.  Do not wear jeans.
Rules and requirements are different for national events than for state events and can change year to year. Be sure you have the latest rules for your contest.

Visit the Web site at www.skillsusa.org for the latest SkillsUSA contest updates and conference information.

Planning and Packing - Tips for Students

Take the time to think through what you will need on your trip, and then pack accordingly.

· Leave your itinerary with family, bring yourself a copy

· Identification – student ID, driver’s license or passport (Officers – bring name badge)
· Tag your luggage inside and out 

· Cell phone (if have) and phone charger and cable and other electronics if needed (keep with carry-on luggage)
· Have your advisor’s cell phone number

· Carry your medical insurance card

· Bring a list of family phone numbers

· Leave expensive jewelry at home

· Alarm clock

· Appropriate swimming suit and shorts
· Extra cash or debit card for emergency, food, dining out, shopping and SkillsUSA souvenirs for the week.
· If you take prescription medicine, bring your supply with you

· Toiletries, including deodorant
· Bring two pairs of comfortable shoes (you will be doing a lot of walking) - one pair should be dress black shoes
· Light weight jacket – think thunderstorms
· Write down your schedule for the week including meetings, contest time, orientation, debrief, state meetings, community service, etc.

· Official SkillsUSA Dress (black slacks or skirt, white shirts, SkillsUSA jacket, black shoes, black socks or nylons, black belt and black tie if button down shirt)
· State Officers:  2 pairs khakis, brown shoes, brown belt
· Contest Uniform

· Contest Equipment
· Casual clothes (jeans-no holes) 

· SkillsUSA t-shirts or polos (if have) you will get one state t-shirt with your registration – advisors determined size
· 3 copies of your Resume

· Snacks / refillable water bottle
No backpacks or large tote bags are allowed at Opening and Awards Ceremonies.

Dress Code for Award Winners to be Strictly Enforced

PHOTOS OF MEDALIST and industry supporters are used in trade and SkillsUSA publications. It’s important all members demonstrate their professionalism by looking the part. Therefore, the national Board of Directors has ruled that all contestants receiving medals at the ceremony must be dressed in Official SkillsUSA attire or SkillsUSA Championships clothing. Winners who are dressed inappropriately will not be allowed on stage. Other attire, jeans, T-shirts, shorts, sneakers, boots and sandals are not allowed. 
